


RP

Miss Harmer (Mon, Tue, Thur, Fri)  

Mrs Daggitt (Wed)

Mrs Brownlow (Mon – Fri)

RG

Mrs Nash (Mon, Tue, Wed)    

Mrs Daggitt (Thur, Fri)

Mrs Anderson (Mon – Fri)



• First and foremost, learning through PLAY!

• Thoughtful adult guidance and clear, 
intentional goals

• Phonics, Maths, Topic, Drawing Club

• A balance of child initiated learning, guided 
play, adult led carpet sessions and small 
group work.

• Building strong foundations for future 
learning and development 

• Children will also have PE lessons, PSHE/circle 
time, Outdoor Learning sessions and attend 
assemblies. 









In the Early Years, teachers will 
create an enabling environment and 
will carefully plan activities to provide 
children with opportunities to learn 
through the following characteristics: 

• Playing and Exploring 
• Active Learning
• Creative and Critical Thinking

These characteristics allow all 
children to become confident, 
resilient and enthusiastic learners. 



EYFS Development Matters Reception Statements – Prime Areas

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•



EYFS Development Matters Reception Statements – Specific Areas
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• We teach maths using the White 
Rose Maths scheme of learning. 

• Children are provided with a wide 
range of resources and 
opportunities to practise and 
consolidate the skills that have 
been taught through play in 
continuous provision.

• To support your child at home, you 
could play board games, count 
objects, sing number songs/rhymes
etc.



• Subitising is a really important skill that supports children 
to develop number sense.

• Counting without counting



Phonics is the link between letters and the sounds that they make. 

Phoneme: the smallest single identifiable sound in a word.
For example, in the word 'cat' there are three phonemes c/a/t.

Grapheme: the written representation of a sound.

Digraph: two letters making one sound. For example, /sh/ in the word 'shop’.

Trigraph: three letters making one sound. For example, /igh/ in the word 'night’.



• Children read from books that are entirely decodable. Children’s 
reading books will be changed once a week if reading records show 
they have been read three times at home (please tick each time).

• Please read daily with your children, reading is the gateway to all 
other aspects of learning.

• We only use pure sounds when decoding words (no ‘uh’ after the 
sound) – click on the picture to watch a demonstration.

• We want children to practise reading their book 3 times across the 
week working on these skills:

Decoding Fluency Expression

https://vimeo.com/753929025/5eaa45c0aa
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gDInVjBUGC0


Please do not rely purely on the phonics scheme reading books, they support children with the 
application of phonics for word reading but there are a wide range of other skills that need to be 

developed.  Teach reading for enjoyment.



Reading for pleasure





What is reading for 
pleasure?

“Reading because you 
want to…” 

(Krashen, 2004)

“Books can be mirrors, 
windows, sliding glass doors.”

(Dr Rudine Sims Bishop, 1990)



Benefits of reading 
for pleasure

Read for 
10-20 

minutes 
daily

Increase vocabulary

Improve comprehension and 
understanding

Better listening skills

Increase general knowledge

Improve concentration

Enhance psychological wellbeing and 
resilience



What does the research 
say?

• Reading for pleasure is a better 
predictor of future success than 
socio-economic factors. (NLT)

• Book ownership is strongly 
associated with reading 
enjoyment and frequency. (NLT, 
2025) 

• Choice is a huge factor in reading 
enjoyment. (Booktrust)



Never read to 
between ages 0-5

4662 words

Read 20 minutes daily between 
ages 0-5

1.8 million words
Ohio State University





Strong Foundations
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• Throughout the week, children get lots of opportunities to share and review their learning with 
their peers. Please can we ask that children only bring things in for show and tell that show ‘wow 
moments’ or link to our current learning. Please do not bring toys from home into school. 

• Please make sure everything is named! 

• Our PE day is a Monday. Please keep PE kits at home until further notice. 

• All children will attend Forest School on Wednesday morning. ( Parent helpers welcome)

• The children will visit our school library every Friday. They will bring home a book to read for 
pleasure. 

• Due to limited space, please can we ask that your child only brings one bag to school.

• Please do not let your child on the trim-trail before or after school.

• If you haven’t already, please send in named wellies and waterproofs as children have access to 
water and digging activities every day. 


